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distrust^3 said Gandhi. Meetings were held in various places and
Gandhi .was at last able to persuade the Indians to approve of the
terms of the agreement.
Meanwhile the inquiry commission set to work. Only a very few
witnesses on behalf of the Indians appeared before it. Sir Benjamin
Robertson tried to induce many to tender evidence but failed. The
boycott of the commission shortened its work and the report was
published at once.
The commission strongly criticized the Indians for withholding
their assistance and dismissed the charges of misbehaviour against
the white soldiers. But it recommended compliance without delay
with all the demands of the Indian community, for instance, the
repeal of the £3 tax and the validation of Indian marriages, and
the grant of some trifling concession in addition. The report of the
Solomon Inquiry Commission^ on the whole,, was favourable to
the Indians as predicted by General Smuts.
The Union Government accepted all the suggestions of the Solo-
mon Commission and embodied them in the Indians' Relief Bill. The
bill abolishing the £3 tax, legalizing in South Africa all marriages
deemed legal in India, and making a domicile certificate bearing a
holder9s thumb-print sufficient evidence of right to enter the Union,
was passed by sixty against twenty-four votes on June 26. It was the
first South African legislation calculated to redress grievances of the
Indian settlers. Administrative measures which did not come under
the Indians' Relief Bill were settled by correspondence between
General Smuts and Gandhi^ as for example, safeguarding the
educated Indians' right of entry into South Africa and permitting
an existing wife or wives to join their husbands in the Union.
General Smuts, in his letter of June 30, said: "With regard
to administration of existing laws, it has been and will continue to be
the desire of the Government to see that they are administered in a
just manner and with due regard to vested rights."
To this Gandhi replied: "The passing of "the Indians' Relief Bill
and this correspondence have finally closed the satyagraha struggle
which commenced in September 1906, and which to the Indian
community cost much physical suffering and pecuniary loss, and to
the Government much anxious thought and consideration."
Gandhi's public activities had fully occupied his time but he was
looking forward to return to India as quickly as possible and nurse

